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"THE 


AMOURS 


'OF THE 


| DAUPHIN 


WITH THE 


# *, Counteſs Au Rourre. 


Oſt Men give a gif 
' rent -account of the 
Dauphin's A 
and Intrigues th 
F the Ladies; but it is moſt certain 
that the Counteſs de Rourre is the 
| =_ - Perſon 
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j ” "Ver all the reſt; and were Ro- 
4 -Mances as much in Vogue at this 
- «time, as* they have been, we 


 Fragments-: For - 


Thould have: wherewith to fatis- 
fie thoſe who love the Amorous 


and witty Intrigues that: Prince 


has hitherto been ingag'd in; and 


proſecuted by the moſt ſecret and 
moſt conceal'd - means, of which 
we will nevertheleſs relate ſome - 
: Princes of 
his Rank be never . ſo cautious, 
it.is impoſſible to. keep them from 
the knowledge of thoſe who are. 
acquainted with thoſe -about 
them. 

The Dauphin has a Noble Air, 

tho' he is none of the Talleſt, be 


grows very bulky, his Breaſt i is | 
| _ high, and-his Shoulders ve- 


rosgz -he is very. Fair ; -his 
es are blue, and he has a pretty 
long F ace, a great Roman gs 


L. 
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| ah 1n al intphoodt will | gro 
"very Far. © 
It is very well known! that he 
| Jovd the Counteſs du Rovrre be- 
fore: ſhe was Married, when ſhe 
was Maid of Honour to the late 
-Dauphine, and that'his Flame re- 
'viv'dafter her Husband was kill d 
'at the Battel of Fleurus. © 
- The Counteſs is of a middle 
ſize, - but very well ſhapd, her 
. -Eyes are blue, -large and lively, 
-her- Mouth ſmall and'Red, her 
complexion is admirable,herArms 
and* Hands incomparable, but 
ther Noſe is fomewhat ſhort, and _ 
turn'd up before, which .never- 
| theleſs becomes her very well. 
-  » She is Daughter to the Duke 
PS 1a *Force, her: Mother- was 
Daughter to - the Marqueſs de 
Courtaumer, Whoſe firf®Huskand 
was'the-Marqueſs de Langer : "B 
after having been-Marry'd Five 
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Or vix: Years 'to him, being .dif- 
fatisfy'd, ſhe defir'd to be parted, 
and. in-order  thereunto, the ac- 

. cusd him of Impotence. | 
___ A folemn Aſſembly was ſum- 
 _mon'd for his Tryal,by the Chan- | 
cery of the Arch-biſhoprick of ' 
_ Paris; 1n which Phyſicians, Chy- 
rurgeons, .and Matrons did afliſt ; | 
But the Marqueſs de Layge?, be- | 
-ing injur'd and abusd by his | 
Wife, who ſcratch'd his Eyes, | 
pad ſeveral other parts of his Face, | 
could not know. her, . whereup-. 
on the Judges gave a Decree of # 
ſeparation, annuli'd the Marriage, 

_ and declar'd the Marqueſs Impo- 
Tent, allowing her to Marry ano- 

ther. In conſequence whereof. } 

ſhe Marry'd the Duke de la Force, | 

Brother to the late Marſhal,  by_ | 

whom ſhehad but one. Daughter, | 

_ _ whhd 6 the Beauty.we are now 
- defcribiog, who Marry d -tho 


R Count 5 Fab whole Widow | 
ſhe is at preſent. 
| _ Monſieur de -Layget likewide 
Marry'd again to the Duke de 
' Nouailles Siſter, and has had ſe- 
 veral - Children by her; which 
ſhews that thoſe ſorts of Tryals - 
often prove uſeleſs, neither ne 
deed are they any longer in 
Vogue. 
_ At the time of the laſt Tubi- 
lee of- this preſent Year, - 1694. 
= which the Pope: ſent for the Pence, 
- the King order'd the Archbiſhop 
$ of Paris and the Biſhop of Mw 
| to. go to the Dauphin, to intreat 
him to forſake the Counteſs du 
Rourre. 

-Thoſe Prelates accordingly re- 
pair 'd to the Prince, and remon- 
ſtrated to him, that beiog_- the- 

4 firſt Man in the Kingdom,-c -” 
q to the King's Perſon, he Ou: 
FF to ſhew by tis Example that he 


I was above all thier Men. That + 


the 


| "MF 8g 
"the Love of Wornen was WE) a 
Terreſtrial Pleafure, which was 
' not to be compar'd' to the de- | 
lights of Heaven, which could 


_ "not be pain'd without quitting 


the Creatures, to devote our | 
ſelves abſolutely to the Creator : |! 
' That this great Jubilee was a ve- | 
- . favourable occaſion ; and that 

in forbearing to viſit Madam os 

'Rourre, he would do a very ac- 

-ceptable thing towards God and 

towards the King his Father, who 
had order'd rhem to ſpeak to 
him about it. * 

The Dauphin, who is-a very 
witty Prince, and who out of 
| Policy does not fay all he thinks, | 
| receiv'd this Complement with a | 

Feene deal of Mildneſs, and after | 

aving given them a very pati» 7 
ent irns, thank'd them for # 
their good Advice, an addref- | 
ſing himſelf to the: Arctibiſhop | 
of Paris, told him very gravely, -| 

- . * enat }j 


that SNP was. ol the Rag had 
pitch'd upon. to make thoſe 
Remonſtrances to him,: becauſe 
he had ever. heard that he was 
very well skill'd- in thoſe Mat- 
X ters. . That the Reſpect he had. 

3 for, and owed the King his Fa- - 
ther, would make him do what 
ever he defir'd': That he had an 
abſolute Power over him; but 
yet . that he was of Age, and 
that in matters relating to his 
NZ Conſcience, he thought he might 
3 have his liberty: And that t 

3 he was ſenſible that none 'but 
the King his Father could. _ 
ſume. to find fault with it, 

# he had much ado to believe t £ | 
7 it came direQly from| him, fince 
4 he was ſenſible "himſelf but that 
he rather thought it procceded 
4 from Madam, de Maintenor's Ad- 
4 vice, . who might aſſure Fer ſelf 
he would never conſent to her 
A.5. - promo» 
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promotion to "the beighth the ds 
ſpir'd to. . 
After this the Prince, raiſing 
his Voice a little higher; faid, 
. Since the = my Father, Gen- 
tlemen, takes ſo much care of my if 
Conſcience, I wonder he has not !! 
an” taken ſome- to employ | 
Do you think I am not | 
weary of Hunting ? His Majeſty | 
indeed has ſent me on the Rhine, | 
where there was nothing coriſi- 
derable' to be' done; I have 
ſeen nothing there but tyr'd For- 
. -ces, and Miſery, which has kill'd | 
more of our Men than the. } 

Sword, or Fire: againſt the 

- Prince of Baden, his Mojeſties 
Godſon, who indeed is a great. | 
General ; but who was fo well- | 
Retrench'd, that four Armies of || 
a Hugdred Thoufand Men a piece. | 
vouls have Periſh'd ſooner than 
| have fore'd his Retrenchments, 
as the Marſhal de L'Orge told me, 
while 


while I daily heard the Glorious 
Actions that pafs'd in Flanders ; 


and when I had a mind to force. 
him, all the Officers being of 
* my mind, and very eager to ſig- 
2 nalize themſelves, Marſhal Je 
3 LOrge broke all the meaſures 
& of the Voices which were of my 
& fide in the Council, faying, -that 
& it could not be done without Or- 
T ders from the Court, Confider 
# whether this is reaſonable, when a 
Dauphin of Fraxce is at the Head 
of an Army, and whether ' he 


ought not to have an abſolute” 


{ Power to Fight, or to make the 

Army retire, according .as he 
thinks fit, without the General's 
{ being anſwerable for it, ſince he 
I ſhould obey him? But fince things 
# have been orderd'thus, I can af- 
ſure you, rhat I will make no 
more Campaigns withowr an-abſo- 
lute Power. | 


S ' Moreover 


h_ 
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|  Morcover, continued he,. the, 
King myFather'sNatural Children 
have all been -provided for be-' 
fore their being born; the one 
has been made High-Admiral, 
the other Colonel of the Swzzzers.. 
[The Count de Tolofe has been all 
| along between the Kings Legs, 
and ſtill follows him wherever. 
he goes, which ſeveral Officers. 
complain of, by reaſon that. 
whenever they have any Favours 
to beg of | his' Majeſty, that. 
young Prince hinders him from 
anſwering them, ſill ſtarting one 
thing or another which hinders 
the King from hearing their Suits ;. 
and the reſt have had conſiderable 
Imployments;The Duke 4# Maine 
has been almoſt the ſole poilcflor - 
of all the great Places, - notwith- 
ſandzng 'the Infirmity of his Bo- 
- dy, and his hardly being able to. 
ſtand. The Daughters have bcen 
provided for, and Marry d very 
| advantagt- 
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*dvamagiouſly to Princes. The 
late:Prince of Coyti Marry d one 
of.them; the Duke de Chartres, 


Duke of Orleans my Uncle, has 
Marry d another, and you know 
the reſt, And the Duke of Bur- 
' gundy my Son, who is very laws 
fully begotten has nothing yet, 
no more than.the Princes his Bro 
thers; and I; who am Dauphin 
of Frante,have ſo much Authort- 
ty, that the King's Officers -reſuſe 
to pay Macam du Rowrres Pen- 
| ſions, becauſe *tis known that 1 


San to: his Royal Highneſs the 


have a reſpe& for her; there is - 


almoſt Three Years due to her, 
and when I poke to Pontchar- 
train about it f he told .me there 
was no Fynd ; he who gets up-' 
wards of Six Millians a Month: 
profit upon the.Sale of the Corn 
of the Kingdom, which makes 
ſo many Wretches ſtarve, and 
makes. the whole Kingdom fall 
I B into 


(14). 
into decay, inſomuch that, if it 
continues, there will not remain 
two thirds of the People alive. 

You, will alſo ſhortly fee: the 
Duke Du Maine Duke and Peer. 
of France ; the King has already 
given him a diſpenſation, fo that | 
no body is to eximin his Life and 
Converſation , and expreſs Let- 
" ters to hold a rank above all the 
other Dukes and Peers and Fo-+ 
reign Princes, immediately: after 
the Princes of the Blood. | 

This aQtually came to paſs as 
the Dauphin had ſaid it, for on 
Thurſday being the fixth- of May, 
of the preſent year 1694. The 
King ſent. for the Parliament to 
Perſailles, and the only thing he 
faid to them, where they. came on 
the Friday, was, Gentlemen, the 
Dukt Du Maine will carry- you a 
Letter from me to morrow, | the 
Orders whereof you muſt Exe- 
cute, _ The rſs Preliocats who 
was 


C15) - 
was - prepard - to harangue his. 
Majeſty upon the Subject of the 
Miſery of the Times, and about 
the dearth of-Corn, had no foo- 
ner open'd his mouth to begin his 
Speech, but the King retir'd with- 
W out giving any car to it. And on 
Saturday being the eighth of May, 
the Duke Du Maine was receiv'd 
in the Parliament, being accom- 
pany'd with the Count of T7oloſe 
bis Brother, to whom it 1s repor= 
ted, the King will give a conſi- | 
derable Dutchy, .1n order to his 
obtaining the fame. advantage, 
and Orders are alſo'given to pro». 
vide a Magnificent Equipage for 
him . to make His firſt Cam- 
paign.. 

-The Archbiſhop of Paris and 
the Biſhop of Meaax having heard 
all the Dauphin's Complaints,durſt 
preſs him no farther, but took 
their leave of im very reſpeCt- 
fully, and then went back to the 
B 2 _ King 


(16) 
' King. to give him an account 

thereof ; whereupon his Majefty 
thought fit to fend” for the Das- 
Phin into his Clofer, and at the 
ſame time fent for two Lords, who'. 
are the moſt belovd by that | 
Prince, to ſpeak to him in their' | 
Preſence, . who were the Duke of 
. Pendome,” and the - Count De 
Sainte-Maure his Favourites. 

 . When the Dauphin came 1nto 
_ the Clofet, his Majeſty was ſea- 
red ina preat Chair, leaning up- 
on a Table, he mov'd his Hat a 
little, which he had on contrary 
to his wonted cuſtom, and with- 
out moving from his Scat, he de- 
fird Monfreur de Szinte-Maure to 
pot the Door, and then began. 
tus : 


Tam ws. my Son, at your 
diſcontents, and yet L do not | 
find our affairs to be in a poſture 
for us to fall out, you receive | 

| Coun 


( 17 3 
Councils which you ought not to 
follow; you may be ſenſible that 
whatever I have - done hitherto, 
has only been for the Repoſe, and. 
MW for the Grandeur of the King- 
= dom, as well as for the good of. 

the Crown, which you may hops 
for 'one day, and thus all my 

Toyls and Vifories are more for 

you thin for my ſelf ; you may 
"go to Command where ever You. 

pleaſe, in Germay: 'y, in Flanders, 

in Catalonia, and in Piemont, and 

you-ſhall have an abſolute Power 

when it will be fit :. You ſhall. 

always diſpoſe of ſuch Employ- 

ments as you pleaſe in favour of 
\ | thePrinces your Children, as well 
: | as of ſuch Friends as you ſhall 
be minded: to gratifie, ro. which 
you will ever find me ready to- 
comply. There is no_ manein 
the Kingdom: in whom T repoſe 

a' greater confidence than I do. 
1a you ; and if litherto you: 
—_— _ have 


3 
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have not had as much Money. as 
you could defire, 1 have only 

done it to ſhew you the ſcarcity 
of it, and the reaſon of my ſen- 
ding you into Germany, was .be- 
caufe I was  unwiling to expoſe 
you. againſt a Prince who is the 
Uſurper of a Crown. gh 


His Majeſty having ſaid many. 
other obliging things to him,roſe 
from his Seat, and imbrac'd him 
ſo tenderly, that the Dauphin 
could not forbear. ſome Tears, 
which produc'd_ the ſame eftet. 
on 'Meſſieurs de Yendome, and de 
 Szinte Maure: Aﬀer which bis 
Majeſtyhaving madeſeveral other . | 
 Remanſtrances to him, which it 


_ » would be needlels-to repeat,as be- 


ip perhaps of very little moment, | 
' he open'd the. Door himſelf, and | 
 order'd the Uſher..to call-in Fa- |} 
ther 'Za Chaiſe, Confeſlor- to that | 
Prince, 'as well as to his Mije- 
- ( ty, 


NW: 
ſty, who: had been order'd to 
wait without,and related'to him, 
in the Dauphint's preſence , the. 
Converſation -he had had with 
him : The Father anſwer, Sir, 
F do. nv ways concern . my ſelf 
with affairs of State, in relation 
$ to. his Royal. Highneſs, I only 
meddle: with what relates to his 
Conſcience, . a method [have ever . 
big 'd with your Majeſty. The 

ſmil'd, and was very well 
plece with his Reply. 

His Majeſty, who has the mioſt 
penetrating Wit vf any Man in 
- bis Kingdom, and has an Extra- 
ordinary Policy, did not think 
fit to preſs the Dauphin any far- 
ther - about the Jubilee, | Thich 
paſs d without being gain'd by 
that Prince. . - 
Immediately alter Law Swnday, 


the King being-at Table, tald rhe 


Dauphin that he was deſirous to 
g9'40 Choife, and ask 'd him whe- 
'B4 ther- 


"C367 | 
ther he would let kin, bs: bi 
Gueſt for ſome time, becauſe he 
| lik'd the: place, | and defir'd him. 
to give him: an Appartment 
there. The Dauphiz expreſs d a 
great deal of ſeeming- joy at it, 
and told the King he might dif- 
poſe.of all things, and do what- | 
ever he thought fit ; however he 
acquainted the Counteſs du Rour- 
re immediately with it, who usd' 
often to- go there, and actually 
was there at that time, who with- 
_ drew forthwith. 

Orders were given at the fame 
time to - Furniſh- an Apartment 
for his Majeſty, - which was 
done with all” the Magnificence' 
imaginable, with the richeſt Fur- 
nitures that were at Marlz; Ano- 
ther Apartment was alſo furniſh'd 
 a-new for the Dauphin, with cer- 
tain. Moveables tbat had been 
made: on purpoſe for Pleaſures, 
which did remain there.” 

The: 


— TW 

- ., : The. whole | Conrt went. to 
Choifi, and the Daaphin receiv'd. 
the King there with. great Mag- 
oificence,. and gaze bim the Di-! 
vertifement of Hunting, as well 


® as to the Ladies, 


His Majeſty, after - two days 
ſtay there, reſolv'd to return to 
 Perſailles, at a time when all the: 
young Princes and Princelſlcs: 
were ingagd ir the midſt of 
Pleaſures and Delights, and while 
many others were preparing for 
the following days; which the 
Princeſſes de Conti and du Maine 
being unwilling to quit- ſo ſoon, 
defird the Dauphin to joyn with 
them to Petition the King, that 
they might tarry two days .lon- 
ger, which .were Saturday and 
Sunday; which his Majeſty gran- 
ted, on condition that the Prin-: 
ceſſes de -Lillebone and 'd' Epinoy 
ſhould remain with the Princes . 
of Conti to anſwer for: her Con- 
B 5 duct 


_ gut towards the | Dauphzn ; his + 
Majeſty not being difpleas'd with. 
th'inclination he has for that Prin- 
ceſs, becauſe his Majeſty by that 
zans . has been - acquainted 
with many particulars relating 
_ to him, -which he could never 
have known without the Prin- 
_ ceſs of Conti; but thoſe who 
are about that Princeſs, as well 
as (thoſe who - are” about - the 
Dauphin,obſerve them ſo narrowly 
- that it is impoſſible for them to- 
do any thing that. is unlawful 
together, as ſome ill Tongues 
have: endeavour'd - to perſwade 
the World; and it is moſt cer- 
tain that all the Love which this 
Prince and that Princeſs expreſs 
towards one another, is nothing 
but Fraternal Love; and if they 
are ſo natrowly watch'd,'tis only 
becauſe: that the King having 
at preſent laid aſide all 
thoughts of Gallantry with the 
PE ng | Ladies, ' 
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Ladies, as well- as many o- 
ther things, to apply himfelf 
"wholly to the D=votion - which 
Madam de Maintenon inſpires 
in him, and. to" the affairs of 
his Kingdom ; he is very. curi- 
ous to know all that paſſes a- 
mong the young People of his 
Court, as well as 1n the Houſes of 
the Grandees, to which end he 
employs ſeveral perſons, who 
eive him a particular account of 
all Tranſactions there, as well as 


| among the Gentlemen of the 


Gown. And he ſeems to be in- 
clinable to the humor- of Lewzs 
the x1:th. who towards the latter 


Þf end of his days lock'd himſelf up 


in. a Caſtle, which. he causd to 
be Barr'd on all ſides, and fent 
for St. Francis de Paulo out of 
Calabria in Ttaly, who was Sir- 
nam'd the Good Man, and was 
highly "reputed © for his Godli- 


neſs, tO ſeeure him againſt - 
| t a 


"XY 
the Viſions and Fears he had of 
Death- and the Devil; and in 
recompence, his Majefty ak 
jowd him to Found :two- Con- 
vents of Minims, which to this 
day are call'd Les Bons hommes, 
The Fears his Majeſty is alſo ly- 
able to from-'time to time, oblige 
Madam de Maintexon to be im- 
ploy'd for the-moſt time, and par- 
ticularly inthe Night,in throwing 
holy water up and down, and 
_ eſpecially jn all the Apartments 
and Chambers, in'which his Ma- 
jeſty moſt commonly reſorts. 

The King being gone for Yer» 
Sailles, all thoſe young Princefles 
renew'd their Divertiſements 
with the young Princes ' and 
Lords who 'tarry'd behind with 
them. The Dauphin . Treated 
them with the ſport of Hawk- 
ing and walking. After which, I 
that Troop -of Demy-gods 're- fl 
pair'd to Pars, to ſee the New 

. LAOS 
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Opera which was repreſented for 
the ſecond time at © the Palace- 
Royal, the Story of which was 
that of Cephalas and Procris, the 
Muſick of which was compos'd 
by Mademoiſelle de Ia Guerre. 

-During theſe TranfaRtions, the 
Counteſs” du Rowrre confin'd her 
ſelf- into a fine Houſe which the 
[Dauphin has given her, built by 
Mthe late: Bapriffe Zully, near the 
ate of St. Hoxore, where ſhe 
yould receive.no Viſits, whether 
it were becauſe: ſhe was not as 
yet- publickly acknowledg'd Mi- 
ſtreſs to his Royal Highnets,or be- 
cauſe ſhe found her ſelf indiſpos'd 
by a great Belly of fix or ſe- 
ven. Months growth. And 
whereas an abſence of ten or 
welve days was too long a Pe- 
nance. for a Lady who had the 
Whappineſs to find her felf en-' 

gag d to lovea Man of the Dau- 
bin's Quality, with more tender- 
EE neſs 
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- neſs than ever ſhe had lov'd any 
other, it obligd her to write 
the following Letter to him. 


LETTER 


LR T know you to be en- 
gag d at the head of your 
Armies, my dear Prince, or on 
a Progreſs with his Majeſty, 1 
would comfort my ſelf with the 
hopes of your return; but knowing 

- that you are at home, ſurrounded 
' by a Court, inwhich T have a world 
of Enemies, and Perſons who exvy 
my happineſs, 1 cannot bear ſo long 
an abſence with patience. The Tras 
vels of. Joyeux a»d of Dumont, 
which you have ſent me can no wiſe 
divert my- Afliition ; fince nothing 
but your ſelf can eaſe my pains and 
ſ[efferings. Therefore do not leave 
me long in the Dread I am in, that 
anew Engazement ſhould make you 
forget my Paſſion for you. It _ 
c 


(27) 
be your fault, my Dear Prince, if 
it does not laſt for ever : Let that 
convince you of my Deſpair, in caſe 

I ſhould loſe the affetion of a Prince 
whom I wi'l love to the wery laſt 
moment of my life. 


| The Dauphin who had put this 
1M Letter into his Pocket, could not 
(Fl forbear pulling of it out from 
fl time to time to read 1t over a- 
gain, for fear of not having un- 
derſtood the ſenſe of it rigiit ar | 
firſt, or of Madam du Rowrre's | 
being worſe than jhe fatd ; which 
being obſerv'd by the Princeſs of 
Combine cio Rim ſoft iy, and 
| at laſt ſnateh'd it Jexteroully out 
'| of his hands, without his being 
'f able to prevent it ; after which 
ſhe run away laughing to the 
| Princeſſes of Lillebone and d'Epi- 
| oy, who ſurrounded her: with o- 
ther Ladies. The Daupin en- 
deavour'd to retake it from her, 
Ca but 
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but in vain, and whatever inſtan- 
ces he could make, the Princeſs 
refusd to return it to him, fay- 
ing ſhe was ſure it was a Letter 
from a Lady. Pray, faid ſhe, let 
me ſee the ſtile of it, and how ſhe 
deſcribes her Paſſion ; She pro- 
nounc'd theſe Words with an Air 
ſo charming, and ſo full of Gal. 
lantry, that it would have ob- 
lig'd any Man, beſides the Dau- 
phin,to yield, tho he had not been 
a Votary to the fair Sex; beſides 
all the other Ladies who were 
preſent did ſecond her with fo 
' much Grace, ſaying, Sir, you 
—cannot, withour unkindneſfs,refufe 
the reading-of it to the Princeſs, 
ſince ſhe never conceal'd any of 
her Concerns from you, and that 
we daily hear her ſay, that no- 
thingin the World will ever make 
her depart from your intereſt ; 
thatat laſt he was forc'd to con- 
{ent that the ſhould read ir, pro- | 
vided 
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vided none befides her felf did ſee 
it. . The Princeſs ofyL//eboxe told 
him, Sir, I give the Princeſsleave - 


toread it alone,and we will with- 


draw as long as you plezſe, on. 
condition that you ſhall not enter 
into the Wood, for I will not fuf- 
fer the King's Charge to be out of 
my ſight. 

The Princeſs of Contz, ſtroking 
her Cheek gently,anſwer'd,no my 
Dear, we will not move out of 
your ſight. Afﬀer which the 
Dauphin, taking her by the Arm, 
led her to a Seat of Green Turf, 
where none but the Birds could . 
hear them, and even they, would, 
have been interrupted bythe noiſe 
of the Ducks of the adjoining 
Caſcades, and by the great num- 
ber of Fountains, which, ſpouting 
their beautiful Cryſtal into the 


| Air, fall with an agreeable noiſe 
| mto- the Baſons again. 
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It was in this Place the Prin- 
ceſs told thegDauphin, after ſhe 
had open'd and read his 'Letter, 
Ah! I thought this Letter came 
from the Counteſs ds Rourre, 1 
did ſuſpet no other, the poor 
Lady is fick, ſhe- dies unleſs ſhe 
ſees you ; nothing but a Dauphzn 
can cure her: her Expreſſions are 
very common ; certainly ſhe is 
the moſt impudent Woman I 
know at Court. She and Polzgnac 
are altke; they debauch'd each 
other out of Emulation to. have 
Lovers; while they belong d to 
the: Dauphin , and while that 
Princeſs was buſie with acquain- 
ting the EleQor of Bavaria her 
Brother with all the Tranſactions 
of the Court, they ſtole away 
cunningly to divert themſelves 
with certain Courtiers and your 
ſelf: 1 am ſenſible that you had 
an Engagement with her at that 
very time, and I have heard the 

poor 
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poor late Count du Rourre fay 
with my own Earhart he curs'd 
the day he was marry'd with 
that wretch. That poor Gentle- 
man, taking his leave of the King 
to go to the Army, coming out 
of his Majeſties Chamber, told'a 
Friend of his who came to em- 
brace him, that he was in hopes 
never to return,upon the account 
of the difcontents he did receive 
from his Wife; and I do verily 
believe it was defpair made him 
expoſe his Life at Flearus,as much 
as his Duty to the King ; - and I 
am miſtaken, if I have not heard 
that-it was a Friend of the faid 
Lady who kiHl'd the poor Count 
behind, that his Wife might have 
no body to controul her. 

Is it not very honourable to 
have ſuch a Miſtreſs ! ſure it is a 
ſhame for a Prince of your Rank 
to think on ſuch Wretches, who 
have already been proſtituted, 
C4 and . 
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and to whoni the firſt comer is 
welcome... | 

I will moreover acquaint you 
with the weakneſs the Prince: of 
Turenne had for her; for when her 
Huband dy'd, he reſolv'd to profit 
by it,and to apply himſelf to her, 
which he. Yid, and fell fo deſpe- 
rately in Love -with her, that it 
had like to have. broke off his 
Match with Mademoiſelle de Yen- 
zadoar, the richeſt Heireſs 'of the 
Kingdom, and even after he was 
marry'd to her, the Engagement 
he renew 'd with Madam du Rour- 
re, made him deſpiſe his Wife ; 
and. the thing went ſo far, that 
he deſignd to. part with her ; 
but the Combat of Steenkerque, 
in Which he was kill'd, broke all 
the Meaſures he had taken for 
the ſaid Separation, in order to 
give himſelf wholly up. to ber, | 
and he has given ſufficient proofs 

of the reality of his Paſſion for 
| wy 
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her, and that he lov'd none but 
her ſelf ; for finding himſelf mors- 
tally Wounded, and given over 
by the Chirurgeons, he negle- 
ed the care of his Aﬀairs, and - 
made no other uſe of half an 
hours life which he had lefr, but 
to write a very moving Letter 
to that Lady, which he had no 
ſooner ended, but he gave it to a 
Gentleman, and order'd him to 
deliver it into her own hands, 
together with a little Casket, and 
then expird in the Marſhal of 
Luxemburg's Tent, where that 
General had order'd him to be 
brought, in order to his being 
the: more carefully look'd after : 
The. faid Letter was partly writ- 
ter} in theſe words. 


— 
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LETTER. 


F Die, Madam, and nothing but © 
| the grief of. quitting, and of 1o- 
feng you, raiſes any trouble in me. 
the Glory of my Death, and 
the undauntedneſs with which 7 
have ever look'd on Perils, can com- 
fort me when I think that 1 ſhall 
never ſee you more, My life was 
only agreeable to me, in hopes of 
paſſing it with you. I return jou 
all the tokens I have receiv'd of 
your Love, together with your Pi- 
tare, which '1 have ever cheriſh d 
to thy death, Pray honowr ty Me- 
mory with ſome moments of . your 
remembrance: And tho 1 dare not 
hope that my unhappy Pate will 
. draw any tears from you, the Paſ- 
fron I have preſervd for you.to my 
lateſt breath, flatters me that you 
will be concern'd- at the death of a 
Prince who only defir d to live for 
You. * This 
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This Gentleman, who was the 
moſt faithful of all the Prince's 
Followers, . and who had been 
Page to his Father, promis'd to 
perform his Maſter's Orders pun- 
Qually, and"to deliver the Let- 
ter and Casket into Madam 
Rourre's own hands. And this 
poor Prince cauſing”the ſaid Cas- 
ket to be opend, put a Bloody 
Cravat into it, which had ſerv'd 
to bind up his firſt Wonnd, and 
then deliver'd the Key to the faid 
Gentleman , who immediately 
took Poſt for Paris, to do his 
Maſter this laſt piece of fervice, 
with a poſitive Command from 
him to acquaint the ſaid Lady 
with his Death, before he went 
to the Hotel d' Awvergne, which 
he perform'd pundctually ; but 
whereas hecould not reach Paris 
until Three in- the Afternoon the 
following day, he-:did not meet 
with Madam 4 Roarre, but being 
ioform'd 
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inform'd ſhe was gone to divert 
her ſelf with the Princefles of 
Soiſſons, who were retird- into 
the Convent of Mercy, in the 
PFaubourg St. Germain, after the 
death of the Princeſs of Carignan 
their Grand-mother; he repair'd 
thither without pulling .oft his 
Boots, all over cover'd with duſt. 
At his coming in, Madam 4 
Rourre, ſeeing the Casket which 
he held in his hands, madea great 
ſhriek, and fell in a ſwoon, in 
which ſhe remaind until the 
Princeſſes drew near her, to aſſiſt 
her; and the firſt-word ſhe ſpoke 
was, Alas! the poor Prince of 
Turrenne 15 dead ; the Princeſſes 
telling her that ſhe frighted her 
. ſelf without. a cauſe; ſhe reply'd, 
Alas ! that Casket convinces me 
but too much of it ; for the 
Prince of 7arrenne has but too. 
often. ſworn to me that I ſhould 
never ſce it again until while he 

was 
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was alive. The Gentleman having 
onfirm'd this ill news, the Prin- 


Tcſles expreſſed all the concern at 
t, which good natur'd Ladies uſe 
o do on ſuch occaſions, andcom- 
orting Madam duRourre upon her 
ols, defir'd her to open the Letter, 
which ' ſhe did, ſhedding ſome 
Fears : Alas ! faid ſhe, I loſe a 
rince who lov'd no body but my 
elf iin the World. 

This Death- being indifferent 
o the Princeſſes of Sojſſors, who 
ancy d that in opening the Caf- 
cet they would find ſome of the. 
avours which Lovers common- 
y keep for the ſake of their Mi- 
reſſes, as we read in Romances; 
reſs'd her earneſtly to open it, 
aving a mind to divert them- 
elves at her Coſt, which ſhe 
id not mind ; and. having o- 
end. it, the firſt thing that of- 
e&rd it felf to their ſight, was 
he Bloody Crevat which the 
D Gentle- 
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Gentleman aſſur'd them was hi 
Maſter's;and that after having apf 
ply'd it to his firſt Wound , hf 
had flilt done ſeveral Adctionf* 
which were almoſt incredibleſ/ 
the bravery of which the Prinf' 
ceſſes admir'd ; and Madam af 
Rourre ſeem'd all the while td} 
weep bitter! y;the next thing the) | 
found was her Picture, the Cafſ' 
of which the Prince had causq' 
to be ſet with Diamonds ; thq 
Princeſſes having obſerv'd thq' 
Workmanſhip of it, which wa 
incomparable, admird the Pj 
Qure, and the true Reſemblance 
of it, and ſmiling, told Mada 
du Rourre, ſome other Man wil 
be overjoy'd to. have this fin 
PiQure; which made her ſmile 
-alfo. The Gentleman preceiving 
the inconſtancy of the Lady could 
no longer endure the fight of her 
but went out holding his Hand: 
kerchif before his Eyes. T hey 
| alſc 
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apÞplſo found ſome Bracelets, and 
þ{Lockets, and ſeveral of the Coun- 
onfieſs du Rourre's Letters, which 
Jef{he would not fuffer them to 
injread: The Princeſſes kept her 
Jto Supper, and made herlie there, 
;Jwhere they pals'd the Evening at 
«| Play. The next Day they all went 
[to divert themſelves in the Coun- 
-[try, and the Prince de Turenne's 
1] Death was ſoon forgotten by Ma- 
1]-dam du Rourre. 
al This Story has been talk'd. of 
>| ſufficiently in the World, as well 
at Court, as among the Citizens 
of Paris, where the ſaid Lady is 
1 known for what ſhe is. 

The Dauphin having heard 
this long Diſcourſe, and the Sto- 
ry of Madam d# Rourre, with 
the Prince Je Turenne, was go- 
ing to reply to the Princeſs of 
Conti, 1n favour of the aforeſaid 
Lady : But the Princeſs aroſe as 
it were in anger, but yet with- 
D 2 out 
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Far, who harken'd but indiffe- 


ed her to her Apartment, where 
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out ſaying any thing of it to the 
Princeſſes Je Lillebonye, and 
I Epinoy, the whole Aſſembly 
walk'd into the Hall where the 
Play was repreſented, and where 
the Muſick had already play'd 
ſeveral times. Fo 

During all the Play, the Dau- 
phin kept cloſe to the Princeſs's 
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rently to what he ſaid; and the 
Play being ended, he ConduR- 


he own'd the Engagement he had 
had with Madam ds Rourre, ac- 
quainting her with the leaſt Cir- 
cumſtances of it, all the Rendez- 
vous he had had with her, and 
finally the preſent ſtate of his | 
affairs with her, how ſhe had told | 
him that ſhe was with Ohild, | 
and how by her Flatteries, and 
Amorous behaviour, ſhe had in- 
gap'd him to acknowledge the 
Child to be his. 

The 
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The Princeſs who remembred 
every Syllable of all this, made 
an exact relation of it to the 
King, ro Which ſhe added many 
other Circumitances. The Kin 
ſent for Foyeux, Yalet de Chambre 
to the ſaid Prince, who confirm'd 
what ever he knew of it,and lay- 
ing all the Intrigue at Du Mont's 
Door, who was Maſter of the 
Horſe to the ſaid Prince, and his 
chief Favourite, the King ſent an 
Order to the Dazphin to diſiniſs 
him, the Dauphin being ſurpriz'd 
thereat, and not daring to difo- 
bey the King's Orders, anſwer'd, 
that ſince Du Mont was not agree- 
able to his Majeſty, he hop'd he 
would not take it amiſs if he dis- 
lik'd thoſe he had plac'd near him, 
and ſo diſmiſt them alſo. The 
King finding that this occaſion't 
Diforders, ſent a Signet Letter to 
the Counteſs du Rourre to confine 
her into Normandy,at her Uncles 
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_ Houſe the Marqueſs de Courtau- 
mer. But the Lady exeuſing her 
ſelf upon her Indiſpoſition, and 
the Dauphin having made a noile 
about it,that affair has been proſe- 
cuted no farther: The Counteſs has 
receiv'd theMoney of the Penſions 
which were due to her, and the 
Prince ſeems at preſent to be very 
well reconcil'd with the King his 
Father;but the Counteſs du Rourr: 
goes no longer to Court as ſhe 
usd to do. 
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